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Introduction
EDF Renewables is committed to working 
closely with the communities around 
our project sites, and to being a good 
neighbour. This document sets out how 
EDF Renewables demonstrated this 
commitment to continuous community 
engagement with respect to the Kellystown 
Wind Farm project in Co. Louth. 
It further demonstrates EDF Renewables’ 
commitment to a programme of genuine 
positive engagement with the local 
community and stakeholders, and the 
value placed on their contribution to and 
involvement in the development of the 
project. It specifically outlines the actions 
undertaken as part of a wider community 
engagement and communications plan 
since the project was first announced in 
October 2022.
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Approach to  
consultation 
EDF Renewables recognises the importance of ensuring that  
communities in the vicinity of our projects are kept fully informed on 
their progress and receive timely updates on key project milestones. It is 
also critically important that communities are given every opportunity 
to review and provide feedback on the proposed project. 
As well as adhering to industry best practices in relation to community 
consultation, our approach to engagement throughout has focused on:

•	 Being open and transparent in all our communications
•	 Communicating project updates and milestones as early as possible
•	 Providing opportunities for feedback on the proposed project
•	 Listening and answering any questions
•	 Identifying and understanding local issues to be considered in the 

development of the project
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Community 
engagement team
In order to design and deliver a dedicated community 
engagement programme, the following key staff were 
involved from the outset.
•	 Helena Hennigan – Project Manager and 

Community Liaison Officer
•	 Anita O’Toole – Community Liaison Officer
•	 Declan Collins – Community Liaison Officer 

(replaced Anita O’Toole during maternity leave)
•	 David Clancy – External Affairs Manager 

05

RECEIVED: 04/12/2024

Lo
ut

h 
CC,  

 P
lan

nin
g 

Dep
ar

tm
en

t -
 V

iew
ing

 P
ur

po
se

s O
nly

!



The consultation 
process
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Phase 1
Introducing the project   
Once the initial scope of the project was clear, we announced our intention to develop 
Kellystown Wind Farm in October 2022. Our aim was to make as many members of the local 
community aware of the proposed project as possible. 
During the week commencing 17 October 2022, an information leaflet (Appendix A) was 
distributed to all homes within 2km of the project site, to introduce the project, provide 
details of its scope, and encourage positive two-way dialogue from an early stage. Our team 
also went door-to-door to all homes within 1km of the site, to speak with local residents 
while providing the information and answer any questions they may have. 
Local residents were advised of the intention to develop a wind energy project in the area 
and were provided with initial design details of the project. They were also advised of the 
intention to carry out further public consultation and details of where to find out further 
information. All residents were provided with contact details of the community engagement 
team who could be contacted with any further queries. In total, 497 households received 
this information.
The information leaflet contained information detailing:
•	 An overview of EDF Renewables
•	 The potential contribution of onshore wind energy to the Irish Government’s Climate 

Action Plan targets and its impact on electricity bills
•	 The proposed scope of the project, its location, number of turbines, height of turbines 

and related infrastructure
•	 The establishment of a Community Benefit Fund
•	 Next steps
•	 Contact details including the project website, email address and phone numbers of 

two Community Liaison Officers
The project webpage (Kellystown Wind Farm - EDF Renewables (edf-re.ie)) went live this 
same week. It has been updated on a regular basis at various points since its launch, as the 
project has developed and more information has become available during the design and 
assessment process.
A dedicated email address (kellystownwindfarm@edf-re.ie) was also created and included 
in all information materials. The mailbox is monitored by the project team, and all queries 
receive a response within 48 hours.
Local elected representatives within the Ardee and Drogheda Rural Electoral Areas 
were initially contacted by email to provide an overview of the proposed development 
and to invite initial feedback. The email correspondence (see Appendix B) included 
detailed information on the proposed development, including contact details for further 
engagement. All Oireachtas members from the Louth constituency were consulted and 
information brochures were similarly provided.
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Phase 2 
Updating on the project’s progress   
In July 2023, following the progression of various site and environmental surveys, we 
shared an update on the project’s progress since the initial project launch. A new 
information leaflet (see Appendix C) containing detail of the project’s achievements 
to date and illustrating a preliminary turbine layout was again distributed to all homes 
within 2km of the site, and our team again went door-to-door to all homes within 1km, 
to share the information and answer residents’ questions.
In addition to these events, the team continued to respond to queries received via the 
website or project mailbox, and Community Liaison Officers carried out home visits 
where requested to discuss the project with members of the local community in more 
detail. 

Phase 3 
Holding a public exhibition     
A public exhibition was held at the Drumshallon Forge Heritage Centre on 1 December 
2023 from 2-7pm. The purpose of this event was to present detailed project 
information (Appendix D) to the local community, explain the findings of the various 
studies carried out as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment, and show the 
newly revised layout of the proposed wind farm with accompanying photomontages 
to help the community assess visual impact. 
The exhibition also featured an updated project timeline, information on the proposed 
Community Benefit Fund, and on other aspects of wind energy. In addition, a leaflet 
discussing biodiversity at the site (Appendix E) was created and made available to 
attendees. Members of the EDF Renewables project team and project environmental 
consultants, Jennings O’Donovan, were in attendance on the day. There was no 
requirement to register in advance and all were welcome to attend.
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Public Exhibition
Attendance at the exhibition was promoted in advance in a number of ways:
•	 An event invite (Appendix F) was distributed to all homes within 2km of the project 

site, containing information about the project and the date and time of the public 
exhibition. 

•	 Adverts (Appendix G and H) were placed in the Drogheda Independent newspaper 
on 22 November and 29 November

•	 A press release was issued to all local media: Public exhibition to be held for EDF 
Renewables Ireland’s proposed Louth wind farm - EDF Renewables (edf-re.uk)

The press release received extensive coverage in local media:
o	 Dundalk Democrat: EDF Renewables Ireland announces new details about 

proposed Louth wind farm - Louth Live (dundalkdemocrat.ie)
o	 Drogheda Life: Drogheda Life | Best News & Advertising | Latest News | New 

details of proposed wind farm announced ahead of public exhibition
o	 Farmers Journal: Public invited for input into proposed Louth windfarm - 27 

November 2023 Free (farmersjournal.ie)
o	 Drogheda Independent: derefer (truehawkmedia.ie)

•	 All TDs, Senators and Cllrs in the relevant area were invited to attend the event
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https://www.farmersjournal.ie/news/news/public-invited-for-input-into-proposed-louth-windfarm-794584
https://public-api.truehawkmedia.ie/dereferer/derefer?token=eyJhbGciOiJIUzUxMiJ9.eyJwYXlsb2FkIjp7Im5ld3NfaWQiOjM1MDQxODQ3NzUsIm5ld3NyYWRhcl9pZCI6Mjc1NDYsInBkZl9jb25maWdfaWQiOm51bGwsInRyYW5zbGF0aW9uX3NldHRpbmdzIjp7InRlbXBsYXRlX2xhbmd1YWdlIjpudWxsLCJjb250ZW50X2xhbmd1YWdlIjpudWxsLCJhdXRvbWF0aWNfdHJhbnNsYXRpb25fZW5hYmxlZCI6ZmFsc2V9LCJmb3JtYXRfb3ZlcnJpZGUiOm51bGwsInJvdXRlX292ZXJyaWRlIjpudWxsfX0.cFb-kua9sEVGe4X7zchmKEaQaeY30Ibg2KPkon6qWUlzBUCv7fIFeO2tLegWqG9eBKZjf5GExyRhw_BNcDXaUA&locale=en


The public exhibition was attended by c.150 people. A virtual exhibition, containing all of 
the same information presented at the in-person event, was also created: Kellystown Wind 
Farm - Virtual Exhibition - Innovision. This went live on the same day as the public exhibition, 
and remains available to view.

The main issues raised by members of the local community during the course of the 
community consultation process in relation to the project were:
•	 The visual impact of the project – residents queried the visual impact the turbines 

would have on the local landscape. Using the photomontages and pano-pods to 
illustrate how the turbines will look from several local landmarks, the team described 
how and why the proposed turbine locations were selected. A pano-pod is a modular 
180-360 degree backlit display unit that curves about the views in an arc such that the 
entire panoramic image remains equidistant from the viewer’s eyes, thereby displaying 
a very accurate view of the proposed development.

•	 Noise – in relation to queries about the level of noise produced by operational wind 
turbines, the team explained the existing noise limits in Ireland, and how these are 
among the strictest in Europe, and that a full noise assessment would be carried out as 
part of the proposed development.

•	 Shadow flicker – some residents queried whether the turbines would produce shadow 
flicker. The team explained that no shadow flicker would be created.

•	 Ecological sensitivities – residents questioned the impact on local biodiversity and the 
environmental impact of the project, and were provided with details of the mitigation 
strategies in place and surveys conducted as part of the EIAR. 
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Impact of 
community 
consultation 
on proposed 
development 
The level of feedback received during the 
course of the community engagement 
programme (October 2022 to the present 
day) has been high, in particular at the 
public exhibition held in December 2023. 
At all times the team have aimed to provide 
the relevant project information and 
answer any queries or concerns in relation 
to the project. No requests were received 
in which stakeholders or members of the 
local community sought to amend the 
project design.
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Community  
Benefit Fund
Should the project qualify for the Renewable Electricity Supply 
Scheme (RESS), it is expected that for each megawatt hour (MWh) of 
electricity produced by the wind farm, the project will contribute €2 
per MWh into a community fund for the first 15 years of operation. 
If this scheme is changed under any future Government policy, the 
fund would be adjusted accordingly.
The value of this fund would be directly proportional to the electricity 
generated by the wind farm. Under the current T&Cs of RESS, the 
fund value would be expected to be in the region of c.€180,000 
per year.   
The Community Benefit Fund belongs to the local community. 
The premise of the fund is that it should be used to bring about 
significant, positive change in the local area. To make this happen, 
the first task will be to form a benefit fund development working 
group that clearly represents both the close neighbours to the 
project as well as nearby communities. This group will then work 
on designing the governance and structure of a community entity 
that would administer the Community Benefit Fund. 
The types of projects and initiatives that could be supported by 
such a Community Benefit Fund could include youth, sport and 
community facilities, schools, educational and training initiatives, 
and wider heritage, and environmental projects. 
The number and size of grant allocations will be decided by a 
Community Fund liaison committee with various groups and 
projects benefiting to varying degrees depending on their funding 
requirement. 

RECEIVED: 04/12/2024

Lo
ut

h 
CC,  

 P
lan

nin
g 

Dep
ar

tm
en

t -
 V

iew
ing

 P
ur

po
se

s O
nly

!



Conclusion
EDF Renewables has carried out active engagement, consultation 
and dialogue with the local community from an early stage in the 
development of the Kellystown Wind Farm project. 
The consultation process to date has also enhanced our  
understanding of the key issues and concerns of the local  
community regarding the project and wind energy more generally. 
However it has also allowed us to communicate the many  
environmental and economic benefits of wind energy, the  
importance of projects like Kellystown Wind Farm to meeting 
Ireland’s renewable energy targets, and the role of the Community 
Benefit Fund in supporting local initiatives and activities. We are 
committed to continuing to engage in a positive and proactive 
manner with the local community around Kellystown Wind Farm 
over the lifetime of the project, and remain at the community’s 
disposal to address any queries into the future through the channels 
established as part of this process.
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Appendix A

Kellystown Wind Farm
Community Update, October 2022

Introduction
EDF Renewables Ireland is investigating the potential 
for a wind farm in an area approximately 8km north of 
Drogheda town. The proposed Kellystown Wind Farm is 
located within an area of elevated ground of an east-to-
west orientated ridge known as ‘Carnanbreaga’.

We are committed to engaging with the local 
community throughout the development of the project. 
This information is being circulated to all homes within a 
2km radius of the site boundary to introduce the project 
and encourage open and transparent two-way dialogue 
from an early stage.

About Us 
EDF Renewables Ireland is part of one of the world’s 
largest electricity companies and our investment and 
innovation in renewable energy projects is reducing 
costs for consumers and bringing significant benefits to 
communities. 

EDF Renewables Ireland’s team has a wealth of 
experience in bringing complex development projects to 
fruition, across onshore and offshore wind, solar PV and 
battery storage technology, and is supported by more 
than 300 colleagues in the UK. 

 

 
In 2020 we acquired 50% of Codling Wind Park, a 
major offshore wind farm which will be located off the 
coast of Co. Wicklow, with a dedicated team who have 
begun developing the project, and 100% of Wexford 
Solar, which includes eight solar projects across Ireland. In 
total we have an Irish onshore development pipeline of 
almost 1GW.

In the UK, EDF Renewables has an operating portfolio of 
36 wind farms and two battery storage units (together 
totalling almost 1GW).

EDF Renewables operates in more than 20 countries 
around the world. 

Delivering low-carbon
energy for Ireland 
Under the Climate Action Plan 2021, the Irish 
Government has set a target to increase the share of 
renewables providing our electricity from 30% in 2018 
to 80% by 2030. Onshore wind is now one of the 
cheapest forms of new, large-scale electricity generation 
in Ireland. Our aim is for the completed Kellystown 
Wind Farm to generate up to c.50MW of clean energy, 
powering more than 35,000 homes across Ireland. 

up to 8 
Turbines

with tip heights  
of up to 180m

c.50 MW
A generating capacity of  
up to c.50MW, powering 
more than 35,000 homes1

Back
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Developing the Project 
We believe the site has the potential to accommodate 
up to eight wind turbines with a maximum tip height of 
up to 180m. This area has been identified as ‘Open to 
Consideration’ under the Louth County Development 
Plan 2021-2027.

The site study area is shown in red on the map below. 
We are currently in the process of gathering wind data 
and mapping the environmental constraints on site. We 
will use this information to create a preliminary wind 
turbine layout and will consult with you further on this 
in the coming months. The project will also include 
access tracks, a substation, a temporary construction 
compound, a permanent meteorological mast, 
underground cabling and a grid connection that links 
the wind farm to the national electricity grid.

Community Benefit Fund 
If the project receives planning permission and is 
constructed, we will establish a Community Benefit Fund 
as part of our long-term commitment to the local area. 
These funds will go towards supporting positive local 
initiatives and activities. A proportion of the Community 
Benefit Fund will also be allocated to a ‘Near Neighbour 
Fund’ that will directly benefit the project’s closest 
neighbours.

Next Steps
• Over the coming months we will be carrying out 

more detailed environmental studies across the 
site, including ecology, noise, landscape and visual 
assessments, and also measuring wind speeds at 
the site. The results of these studies, along with 
feedback gathered through consultation with local 
communities, will be used to determine the final 
turbine layout. 

• We will also be undertaking a transport and access 
study to assess the best routes for construction 
vehicles and for bringing turbine components to the 
site. 

• As the project progresses and we have more detailed 
information to share, we will be holding public 
consultation events. These will take place in a venue 
local to the project, or online, depending on Covid-19 
guidelines. 

• We intend to submit a planning application and an 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report for the 
project to the relevant authority in late 2023.

• Subject to planning permission, Kellystown Wind 
Farm could be constructed and operational by 2027.

Contact Us
We have created a dedicated website for the project and this will include all key updates as the project progresses: 

www.edf-re.ie/our-sites/kellystown

We welcome your feedback on our proposals and encourage you to contact us with any questions,  
concerns or comments through our dedicated Community Liaison Officers for the project:  
Anita O’Toole (085 107 6089) and Helena Hennigan (087 399 5261)

Alternatively, you can email the project team at kellystownwindfarm@edf-re.ie

1. SEAI Energy in Ireland Report, December 2020, Section.7.3.1, Table.33

Kellystown site boundary
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Kellystown Wind Farm
Community Update, July 2023

Introduction
Following the launch of the Kellystown Wind Farm 
project in October 2022, EDF Renewables Ireland would 
like to take this opportunity to update local residents on 
how the project is progressing. 

As you may be aware, the proposed wind farm site is 
located within an area of elevated ground of an east-to-
west orientated ridge known as ‘Carnanbreaga’.

We are committed to engaging with you, to keep you 
updated on the project’s progress. This information is 
being circulated to you and your neighbours within a 
2km radius of the site boundary to give an update on 
the project and encourage open and transparent two-
way dialogue. 

Community Benefit Fund 
If the project receives planning permission and is 
constructed, we will establish a Community Benefit Fund 
as part of our long-term commitment to the local area. 
The Community Benefit Fund will see funds from the 
project go towards supporting positive local initiatives 
and activities. 

About Us 
EDF Renewables Ireland is part of one of the world’s 
largest electricity companies and our investment and 
innovation in renewable energy projects is reducing 
costs for consumers and bringing significant benefits to 
communities. 

EDF Renewables Ireland’s team has a wealth of 
experience in bringing complex development projects to 
fruition, across onshore and offshore wind, solar PV and 
battery storage technology, and is supported by over 
400 colleagues in the UK. 

Delivering low-carbon
energy for Ireland 
Under the Climate Action Plan 2023, the Irish 
Government has set a target to increase the share of 
renewables providing our electricity from 30% in 2018 
to 80% by 2030. This will require a significant increase 
in the amount of solar, offshore and onshore wind on 
our electricity grid. Onshore wind is now one of the 
cheapest forms of new, large-scale electricity generation 
in Ireland1. Our aim is for the completed Kellystown 
Wind Farm to generate up to c.50MW of clean energy, 
powering more than 35,000 homes across Ireland. 

1 SEAI Energy in Ireland Report, December 2020, Section.7.3.1, Table.33 

up to 8 
Turbines
with tip heights  
of up to 180m

c.50 MW
A generating capacity of 
up to c.50MW, powering 

more than 35,000 
homes1
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 Completed bat surveys, with bat roost monitoring 
ongoing

 Two years bird surveys to be completed by 
September, with ongoing surveys up to planning 
submission

 Completed noise monitoring assessment at 
a number of locations around the site, which will 
contribute to a noise assessment report

 Compiled six months of wind speed 
measurement data and mapped environmental 
constraints at the site

 Completed archaeological assessment, and 
currently carrying out geotechnical, hydrology, 
habitat, landscape and visual and topographical 
surveys

 Designed proposed wind turbine layout (right)  

Based on our site investigations to date, we believe the 
project could accommodate up to eight wind turbines, 
with a tip height of up to 180m.

We intend for any future planning application to be 
based on this proposed layout, however this may be 
subject to change as we gather more information 
through detailed environmental studies which will take 
place in the coming months, and through consultation 
with local residents and other interested stakeholders.

The scheme has been developed in line with industry 
best practice and the Draft Wind Energy Development 
Guidelines 2019. 

The project will also include access tracks, a substation, 
battery storage containers, a temporary construction 
compound, a permanent meteorological mast, 
underground cabling and a grid connection which links 
the wind farm to the national electricity grid. 

Contact Us
Please visit our project website which we will keep updated as the project progresses:  

www.edf-re.ie/our-sites/kellystown

We welcome your feedback on our proposals and encourage you to contact us with any questions, concerns or comments through 
our dedicated Community Liaison Officers for the project: Helena Hennigan (087 399 5261) and Declan Collins (087 254 1416) 

Alternatively, you can email the project team at kellystownwindfarm@edf-re.ie  

Project achievements to date

Next Steps and Timeline
We will be holding a public consultation 
event at a local venue in Q4 2023 
where we will be presenting detailed 
project information and photomontages 
showing what the wind farm could look 
like from different local viewpoints.

We will be consulting 
with Louth County 
Council in pre-
planning meetings. 

We will also be finalising 
a grid connection route 
and a delivery route for 
turbine components 
and access points into 
the site.

The results of these studies, along with feedback 
gathered through consultation with local 
communities and stakeholders, will be used to 
determine a final turbine and infrastructure layout. 

Detailed environmental studies are 
continuing across the site including 
ecology, hydrology and landscape and 
visual assessments. These studies will be 
compiled into an EIAR report which will 
accompany the planning application. 

We are aiming to submit 
a planning application 
for the project by the 
end of this year.

Maps are reproduced under Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No. CYAL5025147   
© Ordnance Survey Ireland / Government of Ireland

Proposed turbine 
locations

Study Area 
boundary
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Welcome 
and Project 
Overview

Thank you for visiting our exhibition today. We are delighted that 
you have taken the time to join us for this latest round of public 
consultation for the proposed Kellystown Wind Farm.

The project was launched in October 2022, and we would like to 
take this opportunity to update local residents on how the project 
is progressing and get your feedback on the project and our plans.

The proposed wind farm site is located approximately 8km north 
of Drogheda town, in an area of elevated ground of an east-to-
west orientated ridge known as ‘Carnanbreaga’. Following the 
completion of a number of environmental studies, and earlier 
rounds of public consultation, we have refined our plans to a five-
turbine project, with a tip height of up to 180m. The proposed 
Kellystown Wind Farm will generate enough low-carbon electricity 
to power the equivalent of  
c.22,000 homes across Ireland.

The project will also include 
access tracks, a substation, 
battery storage facility, a 
temporary construction 
compound, a permanent 
meteorological mast, 
underground cabling and a 
grid connection which links 
the wind farm to the national 
electricity grid. 

KELLYSTOWN  
WIND FARM 
PUBLIC 
EXHIBITION

Key Stats:
Up to five turbines, 
up to 180m in height
Generating capacity of 
c.30MW
Will power c.22,000 
homes across Ireland1

Maps have been reproduced under Licence No. CYAL50251457  
© Ordnance Survey Ireland / Government of Ireland

  1. SEAI Energy in Ireland Report, December 2020, Section.7.3.1, Table.33
Site study area

RECEIVED: 04/12/2024

Lo
ut

h 
CC,  

 P
lan

nin
g 

Dep
ar

tm
en

t -
 V

iew
ing

 P
ur

po
se

s O
nly

!



Appendix D
Back
Appendix D page 1
Appendix D page 2
Appendix D page 3
Appendix D page 4
Appendix D page 5
Appendix D page 6
Appendix D page 7
Appendix D page 8

About EDF 
Renewables Ireland
EDF Renewables Ireland is part of one of the world’s 
largest electricity companies and our investment and 
innovation in renewable energy projects is reducing 
costs for consumers and bringing significant benefits 
to communities. 

EDF Renewables Ireland’s team has a wealth of 
experience in bringing complex development projects 
to fruition, across onshore and offshore wind, solar PV 
and battery storage technology, and is supported by 
over 400 colleagues in the UK.

About Jennings 
O’Donovan
Jennings O’Donovan are one of the longest established 
and most reputable multi-disciplinary engineering 
consultancies in Ireland. Established in 1950, it has 
grown to be the largest engineering consultancy in the 
north-west of Ireland. Since August 2023, the company 
is part of RSK Group. Jennings O’Donovan have been 
an established presence in the Renewable Energy 
Wind Farm sector since 1998. To date, the company 
has a portfolio of project involvement extending to 
over 2,040 MW of power in Ireland and Northern 
Ireland and is a recognised market leader in the area 
of wind energy development. This portfolio will equate, 
when completed, to an investment of €3 billion in the 
wind energy sector.

Meet the Project Team
Jenny Howard 
Head of Development, EDF Renewables
Jenny has over 15 years’ experience 
in renewable energy, with a focus on 
onshore wind. She has previously worked 
on a number of large-scale onshore 
wind farms across the island of Ireland, 
with additional expertise in budget and 
programme management. A chartered 
engineer, she also holds an MSc in 
Renewable Energy Systems.

Helena Hennigan 
Project Manager, EDF Renewables
Helena manages the development of wind 
energy projects in Ireland, as well as acting 
as EDF Renewables’ Health and Safety 
Representative for Ireland. With several years’ 
experience in the business, IT and training 
sectors, she was previously a Senior Test Lead 
in the software development industry, working 
on high-profile projects in government, 
insurance and banking. She holds a Master’s 
Degree in Business from NUI Galway.

Declan Collins 
Community Liaison Officer,  
EDF Renewables 
Declan has 16 years’ experience in various 
aspects of wind energy development, 
including stakeholder engagement, public 
consultation and the development of 
community-owned projects. He holds a 
degree in Business Studies and is a strong 
advocate for working closely with rural 
communities.

Ryan Mitchell 
EIA Project Manager, Jennings O’Donovan 
Ryan is an Environmental Scientist and has 
over 6 years’ experience in various institutions 
such as the Civil Service in Northern Ireland 
and Oxford University. He is a published author 
of scientific publications in peer reviewed 
journals. Ryan has become established 
as a project manager for renewable civil 
engineering projects at Jennings O’Donovan. 
He holds a BSc in Animal Conservation and 
Biodiversity from Greenwich University. 

David Kiely 
Director, Jennings O’Donovan  
David has 35 years’ experience in the civil 
engineering and environmental sector. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in civil 
engineering and a master’s in environmental 
Protection, has overseen the construction 
of over 40 wind farms and has carried out 
numerous soils and geology assessments 
for EIARs. He has been responsible for the 
overall preparation of more than 20 EIARs. 

Aileen Byrne 
EIA Assistant Project Manager,  
Jennings O’Donovan  
Aileen Byrne is an Environmental Scientist, 
who holds a Bachelor (Hons) Degree in 
Geography and Information Technology from 
the National University of Ireland, Galway, and 
a Higher Diploma in Environmental Science 
from the University of Limerick. She forms 
part of the Environmental team responsible 
for preparing the EIAR Chapters. Aileen has 
experience writing EIARs, Feasibility Studies 
and Shadow Flicker analysis.
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Benefits of Wind Energy 
 Wind helps lower electricity prices - wind 

energy is now one of the cheapest forms of 
electricity, is quick to build and keeps money in 
Ireland, supporting local jobs and communities.  

 Wind cuts CO2 emissions – wind energy saves 
millions of tonnes of CO2 emissions each year,2 
and this will increase steadily as new onshore and 
offshore wind farms provide electricity to the grid. 

 Wind powers Ireland – wind energy is 
consistently generating approximately a third 
of our electricity.3  Generating 50% or more of 
Ireland’s electricity will be a regular occurrence as 
more onshore wind farms connect to the grid and 
we begin to build offshore wind farms. The Irish 
Government is aiming to generate 80% of Ireland’s 
electricity from renewable energy by 2030.

 Wind is good for the environment – while CO2 
is emitted in the manufacture and installation of a 
turbine, the CO2 savings delivered by the turbine 
pay this back in between six months to two years.4  
A wind farm is only given permission to build if the 
planning authority is satisfied with environmental 
impact reports.

2.  Climate change and wind energy (windenergyireland.com)
3.  Your wind energy questions answered (windenergyireland.com)
4.  Your wind energy questions answered (windenergyireland.com)
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Design Development and 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR)

Gathering information 
The first step of the constraint’s identification process is the gathering of information through detailed desk-
based assessments, field surveys and consultation. Key environmentally sensitive features are mapped and the 
process of applying design constraints can begin. 

These mainly include:
 Private dwellings;
 Protected sites such as Special Areas of Conservation, Special Protection Areas or Natural Heritage Areas;
 Hydrological features such as rivers and streams;
 Areas prone to flooding;
 Sensitive ecological habitats;
 Known nesting sites of protected bird species. 
 Areas of steep terrain or areas which may be potentially susceptible to landslides;
 Designated sensitive views or scenic routes;
 Places of archaeological or cultural heritage significance.

The design is fully compliant with the current 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines  and the project 
team has committed to the setback recommendations in the new draft Wind Energy Development Guidelines, 
published in 2019.

Dwellings map with set-backbuffers 500m/1000m/2000m Constraints map 

The site study area has been chosen based in the first instance on the Louth County Development Plan 2021-
2027, where it was identified as ‘Open to Consideration.’ This is then refined based on setback distances from 
homes and environmental constraints, followed by wind resource, land size and the availability of a suitable 
connection to the national grid.
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Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR)

Scoping is the process of identifying the significant 
issues which should be addressed by the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
Jennings O’Donovan prepared a Scoping Document, 
which was circulated to statutory and non-statutory 
consultees in July 2023, to provide them with 
an opportunity to comment and to inform the 
development design and assessment process.

The purpose of the EIAR is to document the current 
state of the environment on and in the vicinity of the 
site and to quantify the likely significant effects of the 
Proposed Development on the environment. The EIAR 
presents an examination that identifies, describes and 
assesses the direct and indirect significant effects of 
the project on the following:

a) population and human health
b) biodiversity, with particular attention to species 

and 
habitats protected under Directive 92/43/EEC and 
Directive 2009/147/EC

c) land, soil, water, air and climate
d) material assets, cultural heritage and the 

landscape
e)  the interaction between the factors referred to in 

points (a) to (d)
The planning application for the Proposed 
Development will be accompanied by an EIAR. This will 
be publicly accessible and will address the following 
headings:
1. Introduction

2.  Background to the Proposed Development
3.  Consideration of Reasonable Alternatives
4.  Description of the Proposed Development
5.  Population & Human Beings
6.  Biodiversity
7.  Birds
8.  Land, Soils and Geology
9.  Water
10.  Air Quality
11.  Climate
12.  Noise and Vibration
13.  Landscape and Visual
14.  Cultural Heritage
15.  Material Assets (includes Traffic and 

Transportation, Telecommunications, and Aviation)
16.  Interaction of the Foregoing
17.  Major Accidents and Natural Disasters
18.  Schedule of Mitigation

Jennings O’Donovan are compiling the EIAR with the 
input of several other specialist consultants:
 John Cronin & Associates
 TNEI
 Macroworks
 McCloy Consulting
 Biosphere Environmental Services
 APEM
 WSP
 O’Dwyer & Jones Design Partnership

The overall objective is to design a scheme that has the least impact on people living locally and the 
environment, while optimising the renewable energy generation of the site. Detailed environmental studies are 
continuing across the site including ecology, hydrology and landscape and visual assessments. These studies will 
be compiled into an EIAR to accompany the planning application, and we are aiming to submit these to Louth 
County Council in Q1 of 2024.

Scoping and Consultation: 

RECEIVED: 04/12/2024

Lo
ut

h 
CC,  

 P
lan

nin
g 

Dep
ar

tm
en

t -
 V

iew
ing

 P
ur

po
se

s O
nly

!



Appendix D
Back
Appendix D page 1
Appendix D page 2
Appendix D page 3
Appendix D page 4
Appendix D page 5
Appendix D page 6
Appendix D page 7
Appendix D page 8

Transport and Site Access
It is proposed to bring the turbine components to the 
site of the proposed wind farm via the Port of Galway, 
along the Motorway (M6) national roads (N51 and N2) 
regional roads (R339, R148) and local roads (L4023, 
L0424). There are a small number of locations which 
require temporary additional works to accommodate 
oversize load delivery to site (for turbine components). 
These are mostly located at bends and junctions, and 
typically will require the placement of some temporary 
hardcore (gravel) surfacing to allow the turbine 
passage. Turbine components will be transported 
during suitably quiet times, with Garda and safety 
vehicle escort as required.

Grid Connection
It is proposed to connect Kellystown Wind Farm 
to the national electricity grid by creating a 38kV 
underground cable connection to Drybridge 110kV 
substation, which is situated approximately 11.75km 
southwest from the wind farm site. The grid 
connection will mostly be located within the existing 
public road network and run parallel to the site access 
tracks within the buildable area to the proposed 
Kellystown Wind Farm substation.  

Community
EDF Renewables is committed to delivering local 
benefits and working in partnership with local 
communities. If the project receives planning 
permission and is constructed, we will establish a 
Community Benefit Fund as part of our long-term 
commitment to the local area. The Community Benefit 
Fund will see funds from the project go towards 
supporting positive local initiatives and activities.

The fund will be set up once the project is energised, 
and we will appoint an administrator to implement 
the funding strategy and decisions and ensure good 
governance in the funding administration. 

A volunteer committee, drawn from the local 
community, will be set up to decide on applications 
made to the Community Benefit Fund by local groups 
or individuals for funding.  
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Other Considerations
Distance to nearest homes   
The layout has been designed where possible to keep 
a setback distance of 720m to the nearest house 
from each turbine, in accordance with the Draft Wind 
Energy Development Guidelines 2019, which propose 
a setback distance of four times the tip height of the 
turbines.

Noise
Currently, the guidelines for wind turbine sound 
levels in Ireland are set between 35 and 45 decibels 
depending on the time of day and the level of 
background noise. These are among the strictest limits 
in Europe today. To put this in context the fridge in 
your kitchen would typically generate a sound level of 
around 50 decibels while 40 decibels would be the 
noise in a quiet office.5

Shadow Flicker 
Shadow flicker is the name given to the flickering 
effect caused when the sun is in certain positions 
in the sky and shines through the rotating 
turbine blades. Under the Draft Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines 2019, no shadow flicker 
is permitted for future wind farms in Ireland. 
The turbine blades of Kellystown Wind Farm will 
therefore be turned off at the appropriate times 
to ensure no flicker effect is created.

Property Devaluation    
There is no research that we have seen which shows 
that wind farms affect property prices in Ireland. A 
major recent study in Scotland, a country of a similar 
size and a similar scale wind industry to Ireland, found 
no evidence of a negative impact on property prices.6

5 Myths about wind energy (windenergyireland.com)
6 Myths about wind energy (windenergyireland.com)
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Next Steps
 Detailed environmental studies are continuing 

across the site including ecology, hydrology 
and landscape and visual assessments. These 
studies will be compiled into an EIAR which will 
accompany the planning application.

 The results of these studies, along with 
feedback gathered through consultation 
with local communities and stakeholders, will 
be used to determine the final turbine and 
infrastructure layout.

 Ongoing consultation with Louth County 
Council and as part of pre-planning meetings.

 We are aiming to submit a planning application 
for the project and the EIAR in Q1 2024

 Subject to planning permission, the wind farm 
could be constructed and operational in 2028.

Please visit our project website which we are 
keeping updated as the project progresses:  
www.edf-re.ie/our-sites/kellystown

We welcome your feedback on our proposals 
and encourage you to contact us with any 
questions, concerns or comments through our 
dedicated Community Liaison Officers for the 
project, Helena Hennigan (087 399 5261) or 
Declan Collins (087 254 1416). 

Alternatively, you can email the project team 
at kellystownwindfarm@edf-re.ie

Contact
details 
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The proposed Kellystown Wind Farm 
development is located approximately 8km north 
of Drogheda, Co. Louth. The landscape of the 
immediate and surrounding areas of the site 
consists predominantly of  agricultural grasslands 
and some commercial forestry. Drumshallon 
Lough is also located on the site which consists 
of a natural lake and a mosaic of marsh habitat. 
This leaflet provides an overview of the main 
habitats and species recorded during ecological 
surveys of the area.
As part of the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report (EIAR) which must be submitted 
alongside the planning application, EDF 
Renewables and Jennings O’Donovan & Partners 
(JOD) must document the current state of the 
environment on and in the vicinity of the site 
and quantify the likely effects of the proposed 
development on the environment and the site’s 
biodiversity.

Biodiversity 
Study Area02

What is 
Biodiversity?
Biodiversity is a term given to the variety of life 
on earth, including all species and ecosystems. A 
wide variety of specialist ecological surveys are 
being undertaken at Kellystown Wind Farm with 
the project designed to avoid sensitive ecological 
receptors. The surveys have targeted a wide 
variety of species and habitats with the aim of 
determining their distribution in the area. Species 
recorded in the study area to date include a variety 
of bat, bird, and floral species. The biodiversity 
study area for the proposed Kellystown Wind Farm 
development is illustrated in Figure 1. 

03
Figure 1. The biodiversity study area 
for the proposed Kellystown Wind 
Farm development in which a variety of 
specialist ecological surveys are being 
conducted to describe the biodiversity.
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Mammals 
The habitats located within the study 
area can be home to a variety of 
mammal species such as deer, hare, 
badgers, bats and pine martin. The 
mammal species which have been 
recorded on site include the following 
species.  

Bats (Vespertilionidae)

There are a total of nine bat species native in Ireland. 
A total of 6 bat species have been recorded roosting 
and foraging within the study area at Kellystown. 
These include common pipistrelle, soprano 
pipistrelle, Leisler’s bat, myotis complex species, 
brown long-eared bat and Natterer’s Bat. Ireland’s 
smallest bat is the soprano pipistrelle and weighs 
as little as a €1 coin. Bats are almost exclusively 
insectivorous in Ireland; it has been documented 
that an individual bat can eat over 3000 midges in a 
single night. 

Birds 

Common Pipestrelle  
(Pipistrellus pipistrellus)

Buzzard  
(Buteo buteo)

03

A wide variety of bird species typical 
of conifer, agricultural grassland and 
marshland habitats have been recorded 
within the general study area. Bird 
species occurring within and around 
the biodiversity study area include 
buzzard, peregrine, black-headed gulls, 
common snipe, yellowhammer, curlew, 
golden plover and lapwing. A selection 
of some of the notable species are 
highlighted below.

Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) The common 
snipe is a ground nesting species which typically utilizes 
open wet grassy areas such as wet grassland, marshes, 
and moorlands. While it is a relatively common bird 
species in Ireland, it is also elusive and rarely seen 
unless it is startled from its place in the vegetation. 
Common snipe feeds on invertebrates, such as insect 
larvae, as well as seeds and other plant material.    

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) The peregrine 
falcon is a small sized raptor a widespread species 
in Ireland. This species breeds primarily on coastal 
and inland cliffs. Many inland records are associated 
manmade habitats such as quarry cliffs and tall 
buildings. The diet of the peregrine falcon consists of 
other bird species such as pigeons, thrushes, waders 
and wildfowl, gulls and seabirds. The population is 
still recovering from a dramatic and well documented 
decline in the 1950s and 60s due to the effects of 
pesticide poisoning. Since the responsible pesticides 
have been banned the species has begun to recover 
slowly.

Buzzard (Buteo buteo) The Buzzard is a medium sized 
raptor and a widespread resident species in Ireland, 
though it is found more commonly in the east of the 
country. This species is vocal for a raptor, they have a 
loud mewing call which it uses mainly in flight. They 
can be found in a variety of habitats such as farmland, 
grassland, heathland, moorland. Their diet consists of 
a wide variety of prey items including small mammals, 
birds, rabbits, insects, earthworms and amphibians. 
Recent range expansion has seen this species becoming 
widespread and very common throughout Ireland, with 
populations now reaching the far west of Ireland.  

Yellowhammer (Emberiza citrinella) The 
yellowhammer is a declining resident species, formerly 
a widespread breeding species in Ireland. The 
populations are now restricted mainly to the east and 
south of Ireland. This species feeds primarily on grains 
of grasses and cereals, they are strongly linked with the 
cultivation of cereals and populations have declined in 
areas where these are no longer grown.
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Invertebrates 
Many species of invertebrates 
can be observed in commercial 
forestry, agricultural grassland and 
wetland habitats. Insects are a 
very diverse group of invertebrates 
with approximately 12,500 species 
are known to occur in Ireland. 
These include groups such as 
beetles, butterflies and dragonflies. 
A selection of the invertebrate 
species which were recorded on 
site are listed below: 

Four-spotted chaser (Libellula quadrimaculata) 
A widespread and common species of Dragonfly 
across Ireland. The adult stage is found between 
from mid-May to mid-August in Ireland. Larvae 
have a two-year developmental cycle. Adults feed 
predominantly on mosquitoes, gnats, and midges; 
the larvae feed primarily on other aquatic insect 
larvae and on tadpoles.

Hairy Dragonfly (Brachytron pratense) 
The hairy dragonfly has a short flight period 
mid-May until mid-July. The larvae have a two-
year developmental cycle. This species lives in 
various wetland habitats such as ponds, lakes, 
fens, ditches, and canals rich in vegetation. This 
dragonfly requires open and sunny areas with 
dense vegetation for protection.

04

Flora 
The floral diversity ranges across 
the site with large areas limited 
floral diversity within the improved 
agricultural grassland and 
commercial forestry habitats. In 
contrast, the Drumshallon lough 
and associated wetland habitats 
haves been noted to have a rich 
floral diversity and a selection of 
species which have been recorded 
are listed below. 

Ragged- Robin (Silene flos-cuculi) Is a reddish 
pink and occasionally white native flower species 
found in a variety of habitats such as damp 
ground, marshes, meadows, roadsides, open 
damp woodland. Ragged-Robin is no longer as 
common as it once was due to the draining of 
marsh and wetlands habitats.

Common Spotted Orchid (Dactylorhiza 
fuchsii) This one of the spotted-orchids species 
which occur in Ireland. They are known to be 
extremely variable in colouration; this species 
is found in various habitats such as marshes, 
fens, calcareous or neutral soils, roadsides and 
meadows.  The common spotted orchid has a 
widespread distribution in Ireland the flowers 
bloom between June and August. 

Bog Cotton (Eriophorum angustifolium) Bog 
cotton also known as common cotton grass is 
a small herbaceous sedge. This species blooms 
in April and May with tiny in insignificant little 
brown flowers. When it is in fruit that this 
becomes a most eye-catching and attractive 
conspicuous plant, the little seeds are held in 
fluffy white tufts. Bog cotton is found in peaty 
soils in a variety of habitats such as blanket and 
raised bogs, mires, marshes and wet grassland. A 
widespread species in Ireland though restricted 
to nutrient poor and peaty soils.

Four-spotted Chaser  
(Libellula quadrimaculata)

Ragged- Robin   
(Silene flos-cuculi)
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Habitats

Stream Waterbodies   
A number of small streams flow in the east and 
west areas of the Kellystown Wind Farm proposed 
development site. There are four streams which run 
through the Site, these include the Hammondstown 
Stream, which meets the sea ca. 20 km downstream 
at Annagassan Port in Dundalk Bay Special Area 
of Conservation (SAC); the Slieveboy Stream, 
which goes to sea ca. 11 km downstream at Port/
Lurganboy Beach; and the Piperstown Stream and 
Drumshallon Lough Stream, which join together as 
the Termonfeckin Stream and enter the sea ca. 8.5 
km downstream of the Site, at Termonfeckin Beach, 
along the edge of the Boyne Coast and Estuary SAC. 
These streams support a variety of plant and animal 
species such as aquatic invertebrates. These include 
species groups such as caddisflies, dragonflies, 
mayflies, craneflies and beetles. The aquatic 
vegetation also form part of the stream ecosystem 
and provide an important food and habitat source 
for the diversity of species that occur within these 
streams.

Drumshallon Lough cNHA  
This wetland complex is an area of biodiversity 
importance, comprising of a small mesotrophic 
lake and associated wetland habitats, including 
transition mire, marsh and wet grassland (Figure 2 
& 3).  Wetlands such as this provide habitat for a 
wide range of flora species, as well as species groups 
such as birds, mammals, fish and invertebrates. This 
complex of wetland habitat is of importance at least 
at a county level. The occurrence of transition mire is 
of particular note as it is listed on Annex I of the EU 
Habitats Directive.  

Conifer plantation
Conifer plantation is one of the habitats within the 
biodiversity study area. This habitat is often relatively 
low in biodiversity value due to the density of trees 
planted and the monoculture nature of the species 
composition. Nevertheless, a variety of species can 
be found utilising its shelter including badger and 
bird species. 

Improved Agricultural Grassland  
A large portion of the site consists of improved 
agricultural grassland within the biodiversity study 
area. Agricultural grasslands are highly managed 
areas of vegetation maintained for the production 
of silage and/or for grazing by animals. Reseeding 
and fertilization are typical rotational practices in the 
maintenance of improved agricultural grasslands. 
In contrast to permanent grassland, improved 
agricultural grassland tend to be species-poor and 
the quality of the grassland dependent upon several 
factors such as soil type, drainage, and management 
practices. Despite a low variety of plant species, 
improved grasslands provide habitat for a range of 
fauna such as birds and invertebrate species. 

Wet Grassland  
Wet grassland is a type of semi-natural grassland, of 
which a few small areas occur within the biodiversity 
study area (Figure 3). Wet grasslands are described 
as areas dominated by grass species with sedge and 
rush species co-occurring, and where the soils are 
wet or waterlogged. Wet grasslands are prone to 
seasonal flooding and can be areas of poorly drained 
farmland that has not been recently improved, 
turlough basins, or alluvial grassland associated with 
river bodies. In addition to grass, sedge, and rush 
species, wet grasslands can support a wide variety 
herbaceous plant species such as creeping buttercup, 
meadowsweet, and yellow iris, as well as a variety of 
bird, and insect and other invertebrate species. 

05
Several of the habitat types found within this study area, and which may be of 
interest to the local community, are highlighted below.

Figure 2. View of  Drumshallon Lough, showing open water and 
fringe of swamp vegetation (June 2023).

Figure 3. An extensive area of marsh, wet grassland and transition mire 
occurs to the west of the lake. Looking westwards (June 2023).
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www.edf-re.com

EDF Renewables Ireland 
Unit B, Ground Floor, Portview House, Thorncastle Street, Dublin 4, D04 V9Y9, Ireland

Learn more:

www.edf-re.ie/our-sites/
Kellystown
We welcome your feedback on our  
proposals and encourage you to contact  
us with any questions, concerns or  
comments through our dedicated  
Community Liaison Officers for the project, 
Helena Hennigan (087 399 5261) or  
Declan Collins (087 254 1416).

Alternatively, you can email the project team at 
Kellystownwindfarm@edf-re.ie
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Contact UsPlease visit our project website which we will keep updated as the project progresses: 

www.edf-re.ie/our-sites/kellystownWe welcome your feedback on our proposals and encourage you to contact us with any 

questions, concerns or comments through our dedicated Community Liaison Officers for 

the project, Helena Hennigan (087 399 5261) or Declan Collins (087 254 1416). 

Alternatively, you can email the project team at kellystownwindfarm@edf-re.ie

What happens nextAt the exhibition we will explain the findings of the various studies carried out as part of 

the Environmental Impact Assessment and show the newly revised layout of the proposed 

wind farm with accompanying photomontages to help you visualise the project. There will 

also be a virtual exhibition where you can view these materials online.
If you would prefer to speak to somebody personally, please get in touch.
We expect to submit a planning application for the wind farm to Louth County Council in 

Q1 2024.

Find out more about the proposed  Kellystown wind farmThe proposed project consists of up to five turbines, up to 180m tall. This c.30MW wind 

farm would generate enough electricity to meet the annual domestic needs of c.22,000 

homes each year. 

Who we are
EDF Renewables Ireland is part of one of the world’s largest electricity companies and our 

investment and innovation in renewable energy projects is reducing costs for consumers 

and bringing significant benefits to communities.EDF Renewables Ireland’s team has a wealth of experience in bringing complex 

development projects to fruition, across onshore and offshore wind, solar PV and battery 

storage technology, and is supported by over 400 colleagues in the UK.

* SEAI Energy in Ireland Report, December 2020, Section.7.3.1, Table.33

Kellystown Wind Farm
Public Exhibition

Up to 5 Turbines
with tip heights of  

up to 180m

c.30 MW
A generating capacity 
of c.30MW, powering 

c.22,000 homes*

Dear local resident,
As you may be aware, EDF Renewables Ireland intends to apply for planning permission for a wind 

farm approximately 8km north of Drogheda town, in an area of elevated ground of an east-to-

west orientated ridge known as ‘Carnanbreaga’.

As part of our commitment to engaging with the local community, we are holding a public 

exhibition to share more detailed plans with you and other local residents.

We hope you are available to attend our exhibition and give us your views on our proposals.

Date and time of event

Date: Friday 1 December 2023

Time: 2pm - 7pm 
Venue: Drumshallon Forge Heritage Centre,  

 The Forge, Grangebellow, Co. Louth A92 DF7X
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EDF Renewables Ireland
Unit B, Ground Floor, Portview House, Thorncastle Street, Dublin 4, D04 V9Y9, Ireland

For more information see:

www.edf-re.ie 
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